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During the year, however, trade and revenue improved, the
expenditure was kept well within the estimates, and the small
surplus was turned into a large one, amounting to 1J Trillion
sterling. After the disappointments of the preceding year, this
favourable result was a matter for general congratulation.

No sooner had the budget been announced than a storm of
abuse arose against the Government of India generally, and
against me as its Financial Member particularly. Even Lord
Mayo's popularity was dimmed for a time; still the public
seemed to think that so popular a man could not at heart be in
favour of this obnoxious income-tax, that he must have as-
sented to it reluctantly, and would remit it as soon as possible.
On the other hand it was apparently believed that the Financial
Member, being directly answerable for deficit, must naturally
be the authority who insisted on the taxation, and upon Vmn.
accordingly much of the animadversion fell. His position
was not in fact separable from that of the Government, and his
colleagues were jointly responsible with him. Still his moral
responsibility, whatever its exact measure might be, was very
considerable. So far from disclaiming or lessening it, I was
glad to accept its full weight.

The Natives no doubt disliked the tax, and among them none"
dreaded it more than the Zemindars or landlord class of Bengal,
who objected to any sort of direct taxation on their income from
the land, as being an infringement of the Permanent Settlement.
They were well able to make themselves heard, and thus they
lent a voice to any Native discontent which existed, fanned the
flame of agitation, and formed a solid centre of opposition. The
real lead in the opposition was however taken by the European
part of the community, and English utterances wete the
loudest. The Europeans would have willingly borne the tax
had it been imposed for war expenses, as in Wilson's time, or
for any emergency. But although there was a necessity of
another kind in this case, they faaled to recognize it. The fact
was that for some years past the demands of a progressive age
had caused the expenses of the country to rise to a scale which
might be reduced but could not be materially altered without
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